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no doubt retain the reality of control without
the full appearance of it. Nevertheless, his
action in holding the election is evidence of a
disposition to return to democratic forms.
Valdernaras has disappeared in Lithuania,
and Count Bethlen, so long Prime Minister
of Hungary that he might almost rank among
the dictators, is now out of office. There
remain Mussolini and Pilsudski. The future
of Fascism is a matter of much interest and
much uncertainty. Some signs of a rever-
sion to constitutional forms (such as Signor
Mussolini's resignation of five of the seven
portfolios he had held in his single person)
have been visible, but there is little indication
of the return of normal democratic institu-
tions in Italy at present. In Poland the
form of government is purely personal and it
is improbable that Marshal Pilsudski will
have any successor in the dictatorship.
There is, in short, no great substance in
the claim that democratic government in
Europe is obsolescent. It exists in Great
Britain, in France, in Spain, in the Scandi-
navian countries and Switzerland, in Holland
and Belgium, In Austria and Hungary, and
amid a good many vicissitudes in the Balkans.
A distinction ought perhaps to be made
between democratic and parliamentary